









Long t ime r esident S idney H untington p assed a way i n F ebruary 2 003. " Sid" w as a jack-of- all
trades. Throughout the years he could be found building stonewalls, driving a school bus or
maintaining Bennington streets as one of the last elected Road Agents. During his tenure with the
Town of Bennington he was the Highway Department's only full-time employee; he also was
responsible for overseeing the "Dump" operations.
Prior to moving to Bennington in 1948, Sid served in the United States Army; spending time in Iwo
Jima.
Among other things, in his spare time Sid enjoyed his family, carpentry, caning and making maple
syrup. He was a very talented man who made time for all. Those whose lives he touched miss him.
PORRIDGE ANYONE?
On a beautiful day this past Fall, this Mama bear and her two cubs found a tree on North
Bennington Road "just right" for hanging out on a Sunday afternoon. Those lucky enough to be
passing by caught a rare glimpse of nature at its best. The family was gone by the next morning.
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SELECTMEN'S MESSAGE
2003 was a busy year felt in many areas of town life.
We welcome Crotched Mountain Ski & Ride Area to the Town of Bennington. Since 1989 the
ski area has been dormant. In a fifteen-month time period the face of Crotched Mountain was
dramatically changed and a rejuvenated ski area opened in December. We are encouraged by the
willingness of Peak Resorts to embrace the community. As an example of this they recently
presented the Town with a $2,500 check to offset an increase in the 2004 ambulance service
appropriation.
The Board of Selectmen is disheartened with the obvious lack of citizenry interest in their town
government and school administration. Your Selectmen and school officials try very hard to
make the best decisions for all. We hold weekly meetings, hold public hearings and at every step
of the way encourage voter participation. The majority of your tax dollar goes to the Conval
School District, yet only three-dozen people throughout the school district attended the Hearing
where a Budget of thirty-four million dollars was proposed. Likewise, only one resident without
family ties to a town employee or Board member took the time to attend the First Session for
review and approval of the 2004 Town Warrant.
The long-standing position of past and present Boards of Selectmen that no construction is
permitted on Class VI roadways was challenged this year. Under the umbrella of RSA 674:41,
the Subdivision Regulations and the Zoning Ordinance, the Board of Selectmen's policy has
been to require a Class VI road to be brought up to Class V road standards prior to issuing a
building permit. In keeping with their philosophy, the Selectmen denied a building permit for
construction on the Class VI portion of Mountain Road.
As provided for by Statute the property owner filed an Administrative Appeal with the Zoning
Board of Adjustment. At a Public Hearing in April Zoning Board members voted to grant an
exception in accordance with RSA 674:41 thereby giving the property owner permission to
construct a home on a Class VI road. The Zoning Board went beyond their jurisdiction and
determined roadway construction specifications and approved language for an Agreement and
Release. In May the Board of Selectmen filed a Motion for Rehearing in accordance with RSA
677:2. The Zoning Board of Adjustment voted to deny the Board of Selectmen's request to
rehear ZBA Case 2003-01. The Selectmen voted to petition the Superior Court for Rehearing.
Late in the year the Selectmen and the property owner drafted an Agreement, which would
remove the case from the Court. The Agreement is not finalized as of yet.
Throughout 2003 the Board of Selectmen spent considerable time enforcing and administering
the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. Three property owners have been brought into court for
refusing to comply with Article XVI(B) - Requirements of a Building Permit. The Town has
been successful in Court on two of these cases; the third case is still active. Legal fees incurred
are being reimbursed to the Town.
At the 2003 annual meeting the voters approved an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance; Unsafe
Structures. No owner or occupant of land shall permit buildings ruined by fire or natural causes
to be left indefinitely. The Selectmen immediately put this provision into action and addressed
two properties where the roof of an unoccupied building had caved in. The two property owners
responded very differently. One was more than willing to work with the Selectmen and
ultimately removed the hazardous building and cleaned up their property. The second owner
refused to cooperate and the case went to Court. The Court has ordered the Town to remove the
hazardous property; associated costs will be liened against the real estate.
This spring the Selectmen will revisit those properties where an accumulation of junk vehicles
remain. This is an ongoing pursuit to bring all properties into compliance with local and state
ordinances.
In the next few months the Town's revaluation of ail property will be completed. As of this
writing all of the measuring and listings have been completed; interior inspections will be
completed within the next month. We anticipate the property owners will receive their
preliminary assessment value in late May or early June.
The Selectmen expect the new assessment values to be substantially higher than the ones in place
from the 1991 revaluation of property. To that end the Selectmen are proposing changes in the
Elderly Exemption program. Exemptions of assessed values for qualified taxpayers would be
increased as well as the asset and net income limits. We encourage a "Yes" vote on Warrant
Article 5 in support of our elderly taxpayers.
A final note on the revaluation; the existing tax rate of $30.49 will tumble down. Please don't
apply the 2003 tax rate to the 2004 assessment value when you receive your information. As a
rule of thumb - whenever assessed values go up, the tax rate per thousand goes down.
The 2003 tax rate was up $4.79; $3.36 of which was attributed to the Conval School District.
Since 1996 the funding of expenses of the school district has been apportioned 50% on average
daily membership and 50% on the equalized valuation of each town. Prior to 1996 the funding of
the school district was based on 75% enrollment and 25% on equalization value. To illustrate
the tax savings to Bennington property owners recognized when the formula was changed in
1996 we offer the following information:
1995 Tax Rate (75/25) $36.17
1996 Tax Rate (50/50) $29.83
2003 Tax Rate (50/50) $30.49
We encourage you to apply your assessed value to the 1 995 tax rate and then again to the 2003
tax rate. The difference represents your personal savings!
On the 2004 School Warrant you will find a petitioned warrant article asking the voters to
change the school funding formula back to 7 5% enrollment and 25% equalized valuation.
Passage of this article would be disastrous to the Bennington taxpayers. It is imperative that you
help us - help yourself- by getting out to vote on March 9
th
. Be sure to encourage your friends
and neighbors, here and in the neighboring Conval communities, to vote NO on a change to the
school funding formula.
In July the Selectmen applied for a $700,000 Transportation Enhancement Program Grant. The
Town of Bennington proposes reconstruction of approximately 2,800 feet of roadside in the
downtown Village area (Cross Street, School Street and Main Street) to restore definition of
pedestrian access by way of sidewalks and crosswalks, delineation of roadway and parking with
granite curbing, narrowing existing pavement on the existing one-way loop, define access point
to private properties, improve roadside drainage, and enhance the aesthetics of the streetscape.
Recognizing the need to plan and implement repairs to the Town's sidewalks, a Capital Reserve
Fund was established in 2002. At year-end the Fund balance was $40,767; an $11,000
appropriation has been included in the 2004 Budget. Should Bennington be awarded the
Transportation Enhancement Program Grant the Town will eventually have to raise an additional
$88,000 to fulfill its sponsorship of 20%.
This past year brought many staff changes. Administrator Bill Reid retired after ten years of
service; veteran employee Denise French replaced him. Dawn Bond moved into the position
vacated by Dee. Mark Chase was promoted to Fire Chief, Joseph O'Brien to Second Deputy Fire
Chief. Recreation Committee leaders Phil Germain, Sfa Whittemore and Dotti Zabriskie retired
from the Committee. Trustee of Trust Funds Jim Dodge resigned at the end of the year when he
moved out of town. As we write this Message we recognize Jim Geary, Chairman of the Board
of Selectmen for his ten years of service. Jim will be retiring from the Board next month. To
those who have been promoted we wish you continued success. For those of you who have
retired from your position we wish you the best of health and happiness and extend to you our
heartfelt gratitude for your commitment and service to the Town of Bennington.
We thank the Town's public officials, employees and volunteers for their dedicated service to the
community.
There is always a need for volunteers to serve a wide range of positions - from Firefighter to
Trustee of the Trust Funds, from Recreation Committee to Zoning Board. Most volunteer
positions do not consume a lot of time. Please call or stop by Town Hall to discuss your area of
interest. You can make a difference!
James W. Geary, Chairman Joseph C. Cuddemi Terry D. Schnare
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The State of New Hampshire
To the inhabitants of the Town of Bennington in the County of Hillsborough in said
State, qualified to vote: You are hereby notified to meet at the Pierce School on
Monday, the second of February, next at seven o'clock in the evening, and then at
the Fire Station on Tuesday, the ninth day of March, next at eight o'clock in the
forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
Note: The casting of absentee ballots will begin at 1 p.m. The polls will close at 7 p.m.
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
2. Are you in favor of amending the Zoning Ordinance by repealing the existing Article
XII - Cluster Development - and replacing it with a new Article XII - Open Space
Residential Development, as proposed by the Planning Board? The full text of the
Amendment can be found posted with the Warrant and within the Town Report.
3. Are you in favor of amending Article XVII, Definitions, of the Zoning Ordinance to
redefine the definition of "Frontage" to read: The contiguous distance along the lot line
dividing a lot from either (a) a publicly maintained highway, excepting limited access
highways as defined by RSA 230:44 and Class VI highways; or (b) an approved road
shown on a recorded subdivision plan, as proposed by the Planning Board? When a lot
borders on more than one public highway, the frontage shall be on that roadway on which
the lot has the greatest length.
4. Are you in favor of amending Article XVII, Definitions, of the Zoning Ordinance to
redefine the definition of "Front Setback" to read: The distance from the boundary of the
right-of-way line of a street(s) and the front line of a building or any projection thereof, as
proposed by the Planning Board?
5. Shall the Town of Bennington modify the elderly exemptions from property tax, based
on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, to be as follows: for a person 65 years of age
up to 75 years $25,000; for a person 75 years of age up to 80 years $50,000; for a person
80 years of age or older $75,000. To qualify, the person must have been a resident ofNew
Hampshire for at least 5 consecutive years, own the real estate individually or jointly, or if
the real estate is owned by such person's spouse, they must have been married for at least
5 years. In addition, the taxpayer must have a net income of not more than $23,500, or if
married, a combined net income of less than $35,500; and own net assets not in excess of
$75,000 (excluding the value of the person's residence)?
(Recommended by the Selectmen)
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6. Shall the Town raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including
appropriations by special articles and other appropriations voted separately, the
amounts set forth on the budget posted with the Warrant or as amended by vote of the
first session, for the purposes set forth therein, totaling one million forty-two thousand
three hundred fifty-five dollars ($1,042,355)? Should this article be defeated, the
operating budget shall be nine hundred seventy-six thousand and eight dollars ($976,008),
which is the same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous action of the
Town or by law or the governing body may hold one Special Meeting, in accordance with
RSA 40:13X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only.
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
7. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) to
be added to the Fire Truck Capital Reserve Fund?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
8. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of eight thousand dollars ($8,000) to be
added to the Water Department Capital Reserve Fund?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
9. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum often thousand dollars ($10,000) to be
added to the Highway Truck Capital Reserve Fund?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
10. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of twenty-eight thousand three hundred
dollars ($28,300) to purchase a new Police Cruiser and authorize the withdrawal of
eighteen thousand three hundred dollars ($18,300) from the Capital Reserve Fund created
for that purpose? The balance often thousand dollars ($10,000) is to come from general
taxation.
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
11. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) to be
added to the Library Capital Reserve Fund?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
12. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) to be
added to the Sewer Department Capital Reserve Fund?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
13. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of twelve thousand dollars ($12,000) to
be added to the Rescue Van Capital Reserve Fund?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
14. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum often thousand dollars ($10,000) to be
added to the Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
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15. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of three thousand dollars ($3,000) to be
added to the Bridge Expendable Trust Fund?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
16. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) to be
added to the Town Building Expendable Trust Fund?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
17. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) to be
added to the Bridge Replacement Capital Reserve Fund?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
18. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) to
be added to the Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
19. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of eleven thousand dollars ($11 ,000) to
be added to the Sidewalk Replacement Capital Reserve Fund?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
20. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of four hundred fifty dollars ($450) as
its share of year 2004 programming for Project LIFT, which provides literacy services
and materials to Bennington citizens over 16 years of age?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
21. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of three thousand dollars ($3,000) for
replacement of the Town Hall furnace?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
22. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of three thousand dollars ($3,000) for
the purchase of Police Department protective vests?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
23. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of four thousand dollars ($4,000) for
construction of cement pads at the Recycling Center?
(Recommended by the Selectmen)
24. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) for
construction of guard rails on Mill Road?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
25. Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars
($1,500) for the purpose of upgrading the Library catalogue software?
(Recommended by the Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
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26. Shall the Town vote to discontinue the Capital Reserve Fund titled Emergency Police
Radios established in 2000 and transfer to the General Fund the balance remaining in that
Fund amounting to one hundred seventy-four dollars and seventy-six cents ($174.76)?
(Recommended by the Selectmen)
Given under our hands and seal this twenty-sixth day of January, in the year of our Lord
two thousand and four.
(fajnes W. Cleary
Terry u. Schnare






BUDGET OF THE TOWN
OF: BENNINGTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Appropriations and Estimates of Revenue for the Ensuing Year January 1, 2004 to December 31, 2004
or Fiscal Year From to
IMPORTANT:
Please read RSA 32:5 applicable to all municipalities.
1. Use this form to list the entire budget in the appropriate recommended and not recommended area.
This means the operating budget and all special and individual warrant articles must be posted.
2. Hold at least one public hearing on this budget.
3. When completed, a copy of the budget must be posted with the warrant. Another copy must be
placed on file with the town clerk, and a copy sent to the Department of Revenue Administration
at the address below.
This is to certify that this budget was posted with the warrant on the 26th of January, 2004.
GOVERNING BODY (SELECTMEN)
Please sign in ink.
Si
THIS BUDGET SHALL BE POSTED WITH THE TOWN WARRANT
FOR DRA USE ONLY
NH DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
COMMUNITY SERVICES DIVISION
MUNICIPAL FINANCE BUREAU
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Budget - Town of Bennington FY 2004
2 3
Appropriations
PURPOSE OF APPROPRIATIONS Warr. Prior Year As
(RSA 32:3,V) Art.O Approved by DRA
Actual Appropriations Appropriations
Expenditures Ensuing FY Ensuing FY
Prior Year (RECOMMENDED) |NOT RECOMMENDED)
WATER DISTRIBUTION & TREATMENT xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx
Water Treatment, Consent .& Other
ELECTRIC xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx







Health Agencies & Hosp. & Other
xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx
1166 1844
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MS-6 Budget - Town of Bennington FY 2004
"SPECIAL WARRANT ARTICLES*
Special warrant articles are defined In RSA 32:3, VI, as appropriations: 1) In petitioned warrant articles; 2) appropriations
raised by bonds or notes; 3) appropriation to a separate fund created pursuant to law, such as capital reserv e funds or
trust funds; 4) an appropriation designated on the w arrant as a special article or as a nonlapsing or nontransferable
article.
Appropriations Actual Appropriations Appropriations
PURPOSE OF APPROPRIATIONS Warr. Prior Year As Expenditures Ensuing FY Ensuing FY
Acct. # (RSA32:3,V) Art.# Approved by DRA Prior Year (RECOMMENDED) (NOT RECOMMENDED)
TOWN OF BENNINGTON
SPECIAL WARRANT ARTICLES
Budget - Town of Bennington FY 2004
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Executive Office J72 269
Election/Registration
$21 530
Financial Administration $46 446
Judicial/Legal
$7 000
Personnel Administration $116 372
Planning/ZBA $8250






Police Department $130 692
Ambulance
$7 ^ 500




























TOWN MEETING MINUTES OF BENNINGTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE
SESSION 1:
FEBRUARY 4, 2003 DELIBERATIVE SESSION
SESSION 2:
MARCH 11, 2003 TOWN ELECTION RESULTS
Session 1 of the Bennington Town Meeting convened on Tuesday, February 4, 2003 at 7:00 p.m.
at the Pierce School multi-purpose room in Bennington, New Hampshire. John J. Cronin IJJ,
presided over the Town Meeting as Moderator, calling the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Moderator Cronin opened the meeting with the pledge of allegiance and a moment of silence for
the Challenger astronauts.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Bennington in the County of Hillsborough in said State,
qualified to vote: You are hereby notified to meet at the Pierce School on Tuesday, the
fourth of February, next at seven o'clock in the evening, and then at the Fire Station on
Tuesday, the eleventh day of March, next at eight o'clock in the forenoon, to act upon the
following subjects:
Note: The casting of absentee ballots will begin at 1 p.m. The polls will close at 7 p.m.
1. To choose all the necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing. The results of the March
1 1 elections are as follows:
Selectman- Terry D. Schnare
Treasurer- Joyce L. Miner
Town Clerk- Debra Belcher
Trustee of the Trust Funds (3 yr.)- Mae Lizotte
Trustee of the Trust Funds (1 yr.)- James G. Dodge
Planning Board (3 yrs.)- Philip R. Germain
Library Trustee (3 yrs.)- Carrie Whittemore
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Zoning Board Member (3 yrs.)- Francesco Carrara
Cemetery Trustee (3 yrs.)- Jill S. Young
Water and Sewer Commissioner (3 yrs.)- Robert Horn
Water and Sewer Commissioner (1 yr.)- Nick Collemacine
School Moderator- Peter Hopkins
When the polls opened at 8:00 a.m., the Voter Checklist contained 766 registered voters. During
the March 1 1* Town Meeting, 7 new voters were added to the checklist. When the polls closed at
7:00 p.m., the Voter Checklist totaled 773 registered voters. A total of 301 voters cast their ballots
during the Town Meeting which represents 39% of the voters on the checklist.
The Deliberative Session of the Town Meeting, Session 1, was attended by 30 registered voters.
The Moderator initiated discussion on the following articles.
2. Shall the town amend Article VTJ c. of the Bennington Zoning Ordinance to require a
minimum of four (4) acres and three hundred (300) feet of frontage in the Rural
Agricultural District for a lot to be developed or built upon
(Note: The current minimum requirements are two (2) acres and two hundred (200) feet of
frontage.)
Note: Selectman Cleary addressed the article and stated that this article would provide
minimum impact on the growth rate of the town.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS: YES- 1 28 NO- 1 69
THE ARTICLE FAILED
3. Shall the town add to the Bennington Zoning Ordinance the following section dealing
with unsafe structures?
" No owner or occupant of land shall permit buildings ruined by fire or natural causes to
be left indefinitely. Said ruins shall be made safe within thirty (30) days after the date of
the original damage or destruction. Within one year, the owner shall remove the ruins and
grade the area to clear ground level or shall begin to rebuild or replace the structure in
conformance with this ordinance."
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Note: Selectman Cuddemi addressed the article and pointed out that the zoning ordinance
would be added for safety reasons.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS: YES- 212 NO- 81
THE ARTICLE PASSED
4. Shall the town amend Article XV B. g. of the Bennington Zoning Ordinance to eliminate
the following:
"g. The use proposed is a permitted one"?
(Note: Town Counsel advises that this sentence is superfluous.)
Note: No amendments were introduced and the article was accepted as read.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES- 209 NO- 71
THE ARTICLE PASSED
5. Shall the Town change the office of the Town Clerk from its current one-year term to a
three-year term, as permitted under RSA 41:16b?
Note: Selectman Cleary addressed the article stating that the selectmen recommend this
article due to the amount of training required of the job and the revenue it generates.
3/11/03 RESULTS YES- 233 NO- 6
1
THE ARTICLE PASSED
6. Shall the Town vote to suggest that no street be changed to a one-way street without the
permission of a majority of property owners who live on it?
(This is a Petition Warrant Article)
Note: Selectman Cuddemi addressed the article and explained that this was not binding
but just a suggestion. Mark Chase questioned the class of road that would be involved and
who would decide said class. Selectman Cuddemi clarified that the article would apply to all
roads and would be merely a suggestion.
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3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-228 NO- 68
THE ARTICLE PASSED
7. Shall the town vote to suggest that any new construction or addition must meet with all
zoning and setbacks of property line (laws) with no exceptions, including Town
buildings?
(This is a Petitioned Warrant Article)
Note: Selectman Schnare addressed the article and explained that this was also a
suggestion and not binding. Dennis McKenney had a concern about the role of the ZBA
and that the town needs to be in compliance. Selectman Cleary replied that the RSAs and
zoning laws supercede the suggestions in this article.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-170 NO-121
THE ARTICLE PASSED
8. Shall the town raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including appropriations
by special articles and other appropriations voted separately the amounts set forth on the
budget posted with the Warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the
purposes set forth therein, totaling nine hundred sixty-seven thousand eight hundred
sixty-one dollars ($967,861)? Should this article be defeated, the operating budget shall
be one million eighty thousand one hundred fifty-five dollars ($1,080,155), which is the
same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous action of the Town or by
law or the governing body may hold one Special Meeting, in accordance with RSA
40:13X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only.
Note: This warrant article (operating budget) does not include appropriations in ANY
other warrant article.
Note: Selectman Cleary addressed the article and pointed out that the handout explained
the default budget. No amendments were introduced and the article was accepted as read.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-233 NO-52
THE ARTICLE PASSED
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9, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of fifteen thousand dollars
($15,000) to be added to the Fire Truck Capital Reserve Fund and shall the Town
designate the Selectmen as agents to expend from that Fund?
Note: Selectman Cuddemi addressed the article, stating that this is a usual Reserve Fund.
Mark Chase noted that the scheduled fire truck replacement was to be in the year 2009.
No amendments were introduced and the article was accepted as read.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-224 NO-66
THE ARTICLE PASSED
10, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of eight thousand dollars ($8,000)
to be added to the Water Department Capital Reserve Fund?
Note: Selectman Schnare noted that the funds requested have been increased due to
replacement of fire hydrants. No amendments were introduced and the article was
accepted as read.
3/11/03 RESULTS YES-212 NO-75
THE ARTICLE PASSED
11, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum often thousand dollars ($10,000) to
be added to the Highway Truck Capital Reserve Fund and shall the Town designate the
Selectmen as agents to expend from that Fund?
Note: Selectman Cleary addressed the article and asked David Blanchard, the Road
Agent to speak to it. David Blanchard noted that he believed that the town was in the fifth
year of a 10-year cycle to replace a large truck. No amendments were introduced and the
article was accepted as read.
3/22/03 RESULTS YES-204 NO-85
THE ARTICLE PASSED
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12, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of twelve thousand five hundred
dollars ($12,500) to be added to the Police Cruiser Capital Reserve Fund?
Note: Selectman Cuddemi addressed the article noting that the town is on a four-year
replacement schedule with one of the two cruisers being replaced every two years.
Dennis McKenney brought forth discussion on a September Special Meeting that failed
to appropriate funds. Bill Reid clarified that the DRA opposed the wording of the article
and a special meeting was held. No amendments were introduced and the article was
accepted as read.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES- 182 NO-111
THE ARTICLE PASSED
13, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) to
be added to the Library Capital Reserve Fund?
Note: Selectman Schnare addressed the article and noted that this was an ongoing fund
for Library maintenance and to refurbish handicap accessibility. Leslie MacGregor spoke
to the article to stress the need for repairs to the roof, furnace and other expensive upkeep
needs. No amendments were introduced and the article was accepted as read.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-225 NO-71
THE ARTICLE PASSED
14, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) to
be added to the Sewer Department Capital Reserve Fund and shall the Town designate
the Selectman as agents to expend from that Fund?
Note: Selectman Cleary addressed the article noting that the lagoon would need to be
dredged in the next four or five years. No amendments were introduced and the article
was accepted as read.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-198 NO-92
THE ARTICLE PASSED
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15, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum often thousand dollars ($10,000) to
be added to the Rescue Van Capital Reserve Fund and shall the Town designate the
Selectmen as agents to expend from that Fund?
Note: Selectman Cuddemi addressed the article and asked Keith Nason to speak to it.
Keith Nason explained that the forest truck fund would be deleted this year and this fund
would be to replace the rescue van when needed. No amendments were introduced and
the article was accepted as read.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-227 NO-63
THE ARTICLE PASSED
16, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000) to
be added to the Mower Capital Reserve Fund and shall the Town designate the Selectmen
as agents to expend from that Fund?
Note: Selectman Schnare addressed the article noting that this is a usual reserve fund for
the mower. No amendment was introduced and the article was accepted as read.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-197 NO-95
THE ARTICLE PASSED
17, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum often thousand dollars ($10,000) to
be added to the Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund?
Note: Selectman Cleary addressed the article and asked David Blanchard to speak. David
Blanchard explained that the highway equipment is in the fist year of its cycle and that
the sander body of the existing truck had been replaced last year as normal upkeep. No
amendment was introduced and the article was accepted as read.
3/11/03 RESULTS YES-203 NO-87
THE ARTICLE PASSED
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18, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) to
be added to the Bridge Expendable Trust Fund and shall the Town designate the
Selectmen as agents to expend from that Fund?
Note: Selectman Cuddemi addressed the article noting that this would include on going
clean up and repair on the bridges in town. No amendment was introduced and the article
was accepted as read.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-224 NO-67
THE ARTICLE PASSED
19, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum often thousand dollars ($1 0,000) to
be added to the Town Building Expendable Trust Fund and shall the Town designate the
Selectmen as agents to expend from that Fund?
Note: Selectman Schnare addressed the article noting that the Town Hall has had the roof
replaced and has been painted. The plan for this year is to address the grounds and
parking issue. No amendment was introduced and the article was accepted as read.
3/11/03 RESULTS YES-195 NO-98
THE ARTICLE PASSED
20, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) to
be added to the Bridge Replacement Capital Reserve Fund and shall the Town designate
the Selectmen as agents to expend from that Fund?
Note: Selectman Cleary addressed the article and noted that this is an on going situation
involving the bridge on North Bennington Road that is also owned with Antrim. It will
eventually have to be replaced. If the State Program is available at that time we could get
80% of the money but the town would have to have funds ready at that time. No
amendment was introduced and the article was accepted as read.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-210 NO-79
THE ARTICLE PASSED
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21, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of twenty-six thousand five
hundred dollars ($26,500) to be added to the Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund and shall
the Town authorize the Selectmen to act as agents for that Fund?
Note: Selectman Cuddemi addressed the article and noted that revaluation started in the
past couple of years and we will need to pay the balance due in 2004. No amendment was
introduced and the article was accepted as read.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-182 NO-109
THE ARTICLE PASSED
22, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of eleven thousand dollars
($ 1 1 ,000) to be added to the Sidewalk Replacement Capital Reserve Fund and shall the
Town designate the Selectmen as agents to expend from that Fund?
Note: Selectman Schnare addressed the article and stated that we are in the third year of
the sidewalk replacement plan. Alan Wilson asked about the reserve monies that have
been put away for the sidewalks and how this fits into the master plan. Selectman
Schnare is looking into matching funds due to the maintenance of granite curbs. No
amendment was introduced and the article was accepted as read.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-182 NO-111
THE ARTICLE PASSED
23, Shall the Town authorize the GEP Dodge Library Board of Trustees to accept
and expend, without further action by the Town, until rescinded by vote of the
Townspeople, gifts of personal property other than money in accordance with RSA 202-
A:4(c)?
Note: Selectman Cleary deferred this article to Leslie MacGregor, the Head Librarian.
Leslie MacGregor stated that the language in the article was incorrect and the letter in the
RSA should be (d). Leslie MacGregor moved to amend the article and was seconded. In
further discussion, Leslie MacGregor explained that this is a legal issue to ensure that the
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library can accept gifts of books, videos, furniture etc. without the consent of the
Selectmen. The new article was put before the floor stating, Shall the Town authorize the
GEP Dodge Library Board of Trustees to accept and expend, without further action by
the Town, until rescinded by vote of the Townspeople, gifts of personal property other
than money in accordance with RSA 202-A:4(d)?
A vote was taken RESULTS: THE AMENDMENT PASSED
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-238 NO-55
THE ARTICLE PASSED
24, To see if the Town will vote to change the purpose of the Library's Capital Reserve Fund
to read; (1) for the repair or replacement of library equipment and for making renovations and
improvements to the GEP Dodge Library and (2) to designate the GEP Dodge Library Trustees as
agents to carry out the object of this article?
(Requires two-thirds majority vote for approval)
Note: Selectman Cuddemi turned the floor over to Leslie MacGregor to address the article. Leslie
MacGregor explained that the article was at the suggestion of Terry Knowles from the Charitable
Trust and is meant to clarify the language on the existing Capital Reserve Fund.
3/11/03 RESULTS YES-228 NO-62
THE ARTICLE PASSED
25, Shall the town vote to discontinue the Capital Reserve Funds listed below, the balances
of which have either been transferred or entirely disbursed by action of previous Town Meetings?
Landfill Closure Capital Reserve Fund
Water Pump Replacement Capital Reserve Fund
Septic Lagoon Capital Reserve Fund
Recycling Building Capital Reserve Fund
Used Fire Truck Capital Reserve Fund
Legal Reserve Capital Reserve Fund
Note: Selectman Schnare addressed the article and noted that this is a housekeeping issue. No
amendment was introduced and the article was accepted as read.
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3/11/03 RESULTS YES-241 NO-43
THE ARTICLE PASSED
26, Shall the Town authorize the Selectmen to enter into a five-year lease agreement for the
purpose of replacing Fire Department radio equipment (mobile, portables, and pagers) and raise
and appropriate the sum of eight thousand two hundred and ten dollars ($8,210) first year's
payment for that purpose?
Note: Selectman Geary deferred the article to Keith Nason. Keith explained that the lease would
allow the existing mobile radios and pagers to be replaced. Selectman Cuddemi noted that the
town has used the lease company before and it has worked out well. Dennis McKenney asked if
the dollar amount for the next four years would be the same. Keith Nason stated that the total
figure would come up to approximately $32,000. No amendment was introduced and the article
was accepted as read.
3/11/03 RESULTS YES-216 NO-75
THE ARTICLE PASSED
27, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of four thousand two hundred dollars
($4,200) for continued gravestone repair work and tree cutting at the Evergreen and Sunnyside
Cemeteries?
Note: Selectman Cuddemi addressed the article stating that more work is being done at the
cemeteries. Dennis McKenney questioned if the work that is being done is to catch up and if so
will we be able to get to a regular maintenance schedule. Selectman Cuddemi responded that
much of the work is repair and catching up on clearing and gravestone repair. Administrator Bill
Reid explained that repair work is behind due to the availability of the craftsman that does the
repairs. No amendment was introduced and the article was accepted as read.
3/11/03 RESULTS YES-240 NO-52
THE ARTICLE PASSED
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28, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of three thousand six hundred dollars
($3,600) for the replacement of computer equipment and software for the GEP Dodge Memorial
Library.
Note: Selectman Schnare deferred the article over to Leslie MacGregor who asked to amend the
article and strike the word Memorial as the correct name of the library is the GEP Dodge Library.
The amendment was put on the floor and seconded.
RESULTS: THE AMENDMENT PASSED
Leslie MacGregor spoke to the amendment and stated that the article is to replace three
computers that are currently at the library. One computer is for public use and the other two
computers are for the work that is done by the librarians and the State. No further amendments
were introduced and the amended article was accepted.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-236 NO-56
THE ARTICLE PASSED
29, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of six thousand six hundred and thirty
dollars ($6,630) for the purchase of computer software and hardware required to maintain
taxation and accounting services?
Note: Selectman Cleary deferred the article to Bill Reid who explained that Microsoft changed
their equipment on a national level and to ensure services the town is forced to upgrade. No
amendment was introduced and the article was accepted as read.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-230 NO-61
THE ARTICLE PASSED
30, Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of four hundred fifty dollars ($450) as its
share of year 2003 programming for Project Lift, which provides literacy services and materials
to Bennington citizens over 16 years of age?
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Note: Selectman Cuddemi addressed the article stating that Project Lift has been in New
Hampshire for several years and it is an on going program that we should continue. No
amendment was introduced and the article was accepted as read.
3/1 1/03 RESULTS YES-241 NO-47
THE ARTICLE PASSED
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Complete the above required certification by inserting the name of the city/town officials, the date on which the certificate is signed,
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UTILITY SUMMARY: ELECTRIC, GAS, OIL, PIPELINE, WATER & SEWER RSA 83-F
Lisl by individual company/legal entity the valuation of operating plants employed in the production, distnbution, and transmission of electricity, gas
pipeline, water and petroleum products Include ONLY the names of the companies listed on the Instruction Sheets (See Instruction #3 & Utilities Tabs)
SECTION A: ELECTRIC COMPANIES, GENERATING PLANTS, ETC:






ELDERLY EXEMPTION REPORT - RSA 72:39-a
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
Municipal Finance Bureau
2003 Tax Rate Calculation
TOWN/CITY: BENNINGTON

















Cash Balance as at : 1 /1 /03
Interest Earned





Bennington Police Dept - Special Revenue Fund
2003






Cash Balance as at: 12/31 /03
$
Town Clerk's Revenue Report
Fiscal Year Ended December 3 1 , 2003
Motor Vehicle Registrations $232,802.36
Motor Vehicle Copy Fee 1 65 .00
Municipal Agent Fees 4,660.00
Motor Vehicle Titles 850.00









Dog License Fines 240.00
Bad Check Fees 121.00
Election Fees 4.00
Total Revenue Collected by the Town Clerk $243,1 69.73
I hereby certify that the above is correct to the best ofmy knowledge and belief.















TAXES COMMITTED THIS YEAR
Property Taxes








REMITTED TO TREASURER 2003
Property Taxes





















Unredeemed Liens January 1, 2003
Liens Executed 2003
Interest & Costs Collected
After Lien Execution




SUMMARY OF TAX LD2N ACCOUNTS
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2003
TAX LIEN ON ACCOUNT OF LEVTES:
WATER & SEWER FINANCIAL REPORT
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2003




Shut-off Notice Fees 330.00
Lien Fees 51.00
Water Department Fees 200.00
Sewer Usage 25,787.56








Total Abatements - 226.71
Unpaid Water & Sewer December 31, 2003 $10,561.00
A list of unpaid accounts is available for public inspection,
at Town Hall, during regular office hours.
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
Fiscal Year Ended December 31 , 2003




















PD Special Details $6,605
Welfare Department $144
$13,120
TOTAL 2003 RECEIPTS $2,788,234
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STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES
Fiscal Year Ended December 31 , 2003
EXECUTIVE OFFICE
JUDICIAL & LEGAL EXPENSE
General Legal Support $17,861
Defense Proceedings $2,122
Total Judicial & Legal Expense $19,983
PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION
Group Health Insurance $71,676
Group Dental Insurance $3,306
FICA $12,899
Medicare $3,637




Total Personnel Administration $1 1 1 ,846
PLANNING AND ZONING
Recording Secretary $1,273




Total Planning and Zoning $7,325
GENERAL GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS
Custodial/Groundskeeping $5,561
Security/Fire System Maintenance $1,091
Electricity $2,061
Heat & Oil $2,598
Repairs and Maintenance $1,305
Total General Government $12,616
CEMETERIES
Evergreen Groundskeeping/Laborer $2,266
Evergreen Maintenance Supplies $6




NHMA-PLIT Annual Premium $1 3,703
Deductible Coverage $1,000
Total Property/Liability/Bond Insurance $14,703
CONTINGENCY FUND
General Contingency Fund $1,426
Abatement Interest $2






Part-Time Officers Salary $13,069
Crossing Guard Salary $3,619
Holiday Compensation $4,067
Special Detail Wages $4,921
Traffic Enforcement Grant $3,196
Administrative Telephone $2,673
Cellular Telephone $520




Administrative Office Supplies $557
Maintenance/Repair of Equipment $1 ,061
Administrative Gasoline $4,602




Total Police Department $138,771
AMBULANCE SERVICE
Antrim Ambulance $7,500
Total Ambulance Service $7,500
FIRE DEPARTMENT




Firefighter Emergency Calls $4,500
Medical $1,288











Total Fire Department $41,074
BUILDING INSPECTION
Building Inspector's Salary $1,090
Total Building Inspection $1,090
GENERAL HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
Road Agent Salary $30,436
Highway Laborer Salary $3 1 , 1 02
Road Agent Overtime $3,622
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Highway Laborer Overtime $4,199





















Total Highways and Streets $87,347
STREET LIGHTING
Street Lighting Electricity $6,817
Total Street Lighting $6,817
TRANSFER STATION
Attendants $24,125
Household Hazardous Waste Day $620
Post-Closure Costs $9,312
Telephone $407









NHRRA Annual Dues $1 00




Town of Antrim $20,055









Total Water Department $35,694
SEWER DEPARTMENT
Sewage Treatment - Town of Antrim $20,547
Electricity $1,788
Repair/Maintenance $5,160
Total Sewer Department $27,495
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Health Officer $1,018.00
Deputy Health Officer $80
Miscellaneous $68
Total Health Department $1,166
HEALTH AGENCIES
Home Health Care $4,000
Monadnock Family and Mental Health $1,769




Dues and Subscriptions $30
Postage $20
Rental Assistance $4,790
St. Joseph Community Services $390
Vendor Payments - Medical $1,513
Vendor Payments - Food $149
Vendor Payments - Electric/Heat $939
Miscellaneous $65









Electricity - Newhall Field $474

































PRINCIPAL - LONG TERM NOTES
Note Repayments
General Obligation Debt
Total Principal - Long Term Notes
INTEREST - LONG TERM NOTES
Interest on Notes
Interest General Obligation Debt
Total Interest - Long Term Notes
TAX ANTICIPATION NOTES
Principal - Tax Anticipation Note
Interest - Tax Anticipation Note
Total Tax Anticipation Notes
CAPITAL RESERVE FUNDS
Fire Truck Capital Reserve
Highway Equipment Capital Reserve
Rescue Capital Reserve







































Molly N. Anderson $204.00
Robert M. Anderson $ 1,415.25
Suzanne Baker $270.50
Debra Belcher $12,109.38
Thomas J. Belcher $535.50
Thomas S. Belcher $3,077.42
Aaron B. Bequeath $3,575.00
David Blanchard $34,560.15
Matthew Blanchard $80.00
Dawn A. Bond $16,594.68
Jessica L. Brown $14.68
Catherine C. Campbell $681.50
C. Stephen Campbell $56,102.04
Josephine Carrara $33.00
Scott Champagne $42.00
Mark. S. Chase $580.00
David M. Chenard $6,303.00
James W. Cleary $750.00
Donald Clough, Jr. $80.00




John J. Cronin, III $20.00
Joseph C. Cuddemi $750.00
Franklin D. Dalton $1,360.00
Denise P. French $37,225.05
John R. French $40.00
Kristie J. French $6,487.75
Meredith L. Germain $299.26
Patricia C. Goodwin $928.51
Chester D. Heinzman Jr. $750.00
Robert C. Horn $50.00
Barbara A. Huntley $6, 1 1 5.00
Walter D. Kiblin $35,860.65
Howard Mabry $12.00
Leslie MacGregor $24,168.00
Philip M. Marcellino $45,807.61
Darlene L. McKenney $135.00
Lester P. Milton $3,283.50
Joyce L. Miner $750.00
Keith Nason $166.68
Joseph O'Brien $268.52
Donald G. Parker, Sr. $15,070.75
Jeffrey C. Parsons $340.00
Adam Perry $2,042.13
Caleb S. Piatt $250.93
William B. Reid $19,795.63
Terry D. Schnare $750.00
Vera M. Spanos $1 ,488.00
Walter E. Starkweather $70.00
Michael Tacy $10,448.46
Victoria Turner $135.00
Deborah M. Whitney $3 101.75
Paul Whitney $315.00
Carrie B. Whittemore $130 29
Allan D. Wilson $166.68
Glenn P. Wilson $290.00
Dorothy A. Zabriskie $3,618.79
Michael A. Zabriskie $1 333 jq
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Vachon, Clukay & Co., pc
Certified Public Accountants
45 Market Street




Town of Bennington, New Hampshire
We have compiled the financial statements of the Town of Bennington, New Hampshire for the
year ended December 31, 2003 included in the accompanying Form F-65 (MS-5), in accordance with
Statements on Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued by the American Institute of
Certified Public Accountants.
Our compilation was limited to presenting in the form prescribed by the New Hampshire
Department of Revenue Administration, information that is the representation of Town Officials. We
have not audited or reviewed the financial statements referred to above and, accordingly, do not express
an opinion or any other form of assurance on them.
The financial report, Form F-65 (MS-5), is presented in accordance with the requirements of the
New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration which differ from accounting principles
generally accepted in the United Stated of America. Accordingly, these financial statements are not
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| SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION WORKSHEET
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PartX! CERTIFICATION
This is to certify that the information contained in this report was taken from
official records and is complete to the best of our knowledge and belief.
Signatures of a majority of the governing body:
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
Three copies of this report are sent to each municipality. Selectmen, treasurer and tax collector are
expected to cooperate in making out this report. When completed, one copy should be returned to the
Department of Revenue Administration and one copy should be placed in your municipal records. The third
copy is for use in preparing the annual printed report for the voters.
Please be sure you have completed Part IX, Items A-D.
WHEN TO FILE: (R.S.A. 21-J) * For cities/towns reporting on a calendar year basis, this
report must be filed on or before April 1
* For cities/towns reporting on an optional fiscal year basis
(year ending June 30),
this report must be filed on or before
September 1.
WHERE TO FILE Department of Revenue Administration






CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLANNING COMMITTEE
The 2004 funding for the Capital Improvement Plan Program totals $1 19,000; down from
$134,000 appropriated a year ago.
By category/function the 2003 Capital Improvement Plan Committee took the following action
on Capital Reserve Funds (CRF) and Expendable Trust Funds (ETF):
Police Department:
2004 Police Cruiser replacement is estimated to cost $28,300; $20,762 is currently
available in the CRF. Based on advice from the Department of Revenue
Administration it was decided not to deposit money into this CRF in 2004 but to
raise $10,000 from general taxation; $18,300 to be taken from the CRF.
Highway Department:
Highway Truck replacement is scheduled for 2006; $72,520 is currently available in
the CRF. The Committee voted to continue the annual appropriation of $10,000.
Highway Equipment CRF balance is $14,479. The Committee voted to continue the
annual appropriation of $10,000.
Mower CRF balance is $6,096. The Road Agent reported the current mower is in
good shape. When the need arises, adequate funds are presently available for
replacement of the mower. The Committee voted to discontinue the annual
appropriation of $1,000.
Bridge Maintenance EFT balance is $18,595. Since there are no anticipated
expenses for the ensuing year the Committee voted to reduce the appropriation to
$3,000.
Bridge Replacement CRF balance is $39,287. The Committee voted to continue the
annual appropriation of $5,000.
Sidewalk Replacement CRF balance is $40,767. The Selectmen have applied for a
$700,000 Grant to upgrade the sidewalks and drainage in the center of Town. The
Town would be responsible for 20% matching funds ($140,000). The Committee
voted to continue the annual appropriation of $1 1,000.
Revaluation:
Revaluation CRF balance is $1,677. The final payment of $30,800 is due in 2004.
The Committee voted to increase the appropriation to $30,000.
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Fire Department:
Forestry Truck and Rescue Van CRF balances total $51,577. The
Fire Department plans to combine these two CRF and ultimately purchase a combo
Rescue/Mini-Pump. The approximate cost of the vehicle is $1 15,000 or the Department
could lease the vehicle. The current rescue vehicle would be converted into a forestry
vehicle. The Committee voted to increase the appropriation to $12,000.
Fire Truck CRF balance is $121,661. The Committee voted to appropriate $15,000
toward the purchase of the 1989 KME Pumper replacement.
It appears that there is no funding currently being provided for the eventual replacement
of the 1998 Pumper/Tanker.
Water Department:
Water Department CRF balance is $35,102. The Committee voted to continue the
annual appropriation of $8,000.
Commissioner Wilson informed the Committee that the Town of Antrim wants
to purchase a portable generator that could be transported between the two
pump stations, as needed, to provide emergency power. The exact cost is unknown
at this time, however, it is estimated to be in the $35,000 range. It is possible the
purchase will occur in 2004, however, it has not been confirmed yet.
Sewer Department:
Sewer Department CRF balance is $23,688. The Committee voted to continue the
annual appropriation of $5,000.
Library:
Library CRF balance is $41,590. The Committee voted to continue the annual
appropriation of $5,000.
Town Buildings:
Town Buildings ETF balance is $31,257. The Committee recommended that all
town buildings be reviewed, needs assessed, and a plan developed to address future
growth. The Committee voted to reduce the appropriation to $5,000.
In the near future, the Planning Board plans to impose Impact Fees when appropriate. Before the
Fees can be levied the Town must have a solid Capital Improvement Plan in place. Funds have
been appropriated in the Planning Board budget to pay for planning assistance from the
Southwest Region Planning Commission. It is anticipated that the Capital Improvement Plan
Committee will serve as a review board.
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CEMETERY TRUSTEES
The Trustees again arranged to have one broken headstone repaired and more
straightened up. Also, we want to thank the Hillsborough County House of Corrections










Peterborough Granite Repair of Gravestones $ 1,350.00
William Cleary (fence repair) $ 204.00
Walter Starkweather - Labor $ 70.00
Mike Zabriskie - Labor $ 1 ,342. 1
4
Rental Equipment $ 412.00
Lunch for Inmates $ 253.71
Materials $ 357.75
Sunnyside Mowing $ 2,400.00
Total $ 6,389.60
RECEIPTS
Interest Paid to the Town From Trust Funds $ 1,767.78
Sale of Lots turned over to Town $ 1 00.00
Sale of Lots into Trust Funds $ 200.00
Total $ 2,067.78
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This year the GEP Dodge library was the first public library in the state of New Hampshire to vGo
Wireless' thanks to generous computer genius Wagner Quintanilha. Being wireless gives us more
flexibility and has saved us money by taking advantage of Adelphia's free Internet connection for public
libraries, thus eliminating 2 phone lines and a dial-up Internet connection. Wagner Quintanilha has also
networked our work computers, upgraded the public computer, monitored all the computers for viruses,
and is always available to answer and resolve the interminable puzzles that computers present.
Early in the summer Victor Solod and his crew completely updated the library's electrical system
and installed new circuit boxes. With the up to code electrical system we were finally able to install an air
conditioner making the library tolerable and patron friendly on those incredibly hot & humid summer
days.
The 2003 NH State summer reading program theme was, by tragic coincidence: "Reading Rocks
the Granite State'. No one could have anticipated that this would have been the year that the Old Man of
the Mountain would slide away. Shortly before that sad event we had designed our summer reading
program t-shirt with the 'Old Man' as the main feature. Thanks to generous donations from the
Bennington Garage, Elegant Settings, Jack Daniels Motor Inn, and the Monadnock Paper Mill we were
able to offer the t-shirt to all reading program participants for free.
Our 2003 summer reading program mascot was a very friendly big blue dinosaur created by Debi
Belcher and her helpers. The program was well attended by 87 summer readers who read 1,325 books,
(approximately 3,640 pages), during our 6 week program. We had 11 story time volunteers, twice weekly
programs, weekly drawings & trivia questions, 2 program parties and 3 organized but aborted field trips.
The Bennington Country Store donated popsicles, and the Toadstool Book Shop offered discounted gift
certificates to our excellent readers.
This fall the Keith M. Sullivan Foundation presented the Bennington, Greenfield, Antrim & Jaffrey
libraries with $1,000.00 each for new library shelving. The foundation raises money each year to fund
projects that benefit children. Bennington's new shelving will be in place the first part of 2004.
In 2003 the library housed 17,519 books, 945 videos & DVDs, 422 music CDs, 413 books on
tape, 42 periodicals, & 3 newspapers. Through, the NH State Library's interlibrary loan system, the library
loaned 304 books and borrowed 223 books. The library answered 1,300 reference questions, and had a
circulation of 14,800. The library is also a repository for public service information, has IRS forms, AARP
sponsored free tax help, homebound services, NH tourist information, and a public bulletin board. At the
library there are programs for children and adults, and a multi-generational summer reading program.
Along with our many generous volunteers and community service students, the library has 8 rotating
Sunday volunteers. In 2003 we had 176 new patrons register bringing the patron total to 1,406. Through
the library's website, patrons can keep track of library events and link to many of the NH State library
funded reference databases.
Come in and check us out, your 98 year old library is a modern, current and happening place
where there is something for everyone.
Respectfully submitted,
Leslie MacGregor Melissa Clough Michelle Hautanen - Treasurer
Director Library Assistant Lisa Shingler - co-chair




Another year has come to a close and I find it's time to reflect on the changes in your
Bennington Historical Society. 2003 brought completion of the office addition to our museum
with space allocated for a small kitchen, file area, storage and an office including our computer.
We now have a telephone: (603) 5 88-4871. R on McClure and the building committee did a
wonderful job with Vice President Arnold Cernota at the helm. The cost of the addition was
approximately $28,000.
Gifts to the Society in 2003 included:
Richard and Eleanor Amidon donated a large and heavy safe. Mr. Pauquette of Hancock
painted the safe inside and out and Ken Reed added the lettering "BENNINGTON
HISTORICAL SOCIETY."
Amy Marrosa and Tony Lockwood gave a poster advertising a dance in Bennington in the early
1920's.
A Reaveley painting was given by Barbara Shea of Antrim - it will join our collection of
Reaveley art works.
Arthur Allison of Antrim donated a picture of the covered bridge.
A hand-forged pin from the old railroad covered bridge was given by Mr. And Mrs. Joe
Cuddemi.
David Glynn gave a thumb back chair and a flax wheel chair made by his grandfather, Louis
Sylvester. The flax wheel chair has one wheel for the back and a half wheel on each side. In the
antique world this reuse of sound objects is called a "Make Do" piece.
Herb and Lee Flanders donated a nice check to be used to purchase Bennington memorabilia.
The museum had a display of antique glass bottles on loan from Arnold and Jean Cernota. Some
of the bottles are Stoddard New Hampshire glass and a portion of the collection formerly
belonged to the late Steve Chase, Sr. Steve was an authority on glass made in Lyndeboro,
Temple and Stoddard, New Hampshire. Steve lived on Route 202 where the Johnson family
now lives.
The Society is saddened to report the deaths of some of our members and town folks. Noralee
Sysyn (the "Hat" lady) is sorely missed - she was always ready to put on the musical programs
as entertainment at our annual ham dinner. She was loved by many and enjoyed a large
following of fans - she performed in all of the New England states and in London, England.
Noralee was an honorary member of the Bennington Historical Society - we received a $300
donation in her memory.
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Another big loss to our Society and town is the death of Roger Magoon. Roger did all the
foundation digging for the museum additions. He also regularly attended our dinners for the last
twenty-five years, was a Society member and was a town selectman and served on many town
committees and projects.
Silvio Zanga was a charter member of our Society and rarely missed a meeting and never was
absent from o ur d inners. He always baked two chocolate cream pies that were very popular.
Silvio also helped us with painting and he did all the wallpaper hanging in the museum. He was
expert at his craft and was known throughout the area as perfectionist.
Last, but not least, we lost Sally Martel, a former town resident and Society member. She and
her husband Peter attended most of our programs. Sally had a contagious smile and a happy
personality - we will miss her.
Jessica Brown formed a youth group for our society. They wrote a play about the origin of
Bennington seceding from Hancock Factory Village in 1842. They performed the play in
August at the Pierce School.
John Porter did a p resentation o n o Id B ams. W e h ad a b ig t umout o f fifty p eople i ncluding
guests from several area towns.
A flea market was held in August along with our annual Baked Ham and Bean dinner - we
raised almost $1000, which will be used to purchase office equipment.
Mr. Robert Marshall's eleventh grade class at the Conval School did a presentation on
Bennington and the mills along the river. A map of surrounding towns and a model of
Bennington is on display at the museum. They also did a written presentation of the History of
Bennington.
December brought the opening of the Crotched Mountain Ski Area. Positions for employment
were advertised beginning in October and they expect to hire 200 - 300 employees. An open
house was held with a large number of dignitaries attending including the Town Selectmen and
Chief of Police. Two large storms dumped approximately 22" and 20" of snow - a good start for
the ski area - we welcome this new addition to our community and wish them every success.
I would like to thank Arnold and Jean Cernota for all the many hours of support to our
organization. I would also like to thank Barbara Willis for her good ideas and implementation of
our programs and a big thank you to Verna Paige for keeping the museum open. We owe a very
special "thank you" to Pearl S. Walker who is always willing to help our Society and the Town
of Bennington. Pearl is in very frail health but continues to follow our Society's activities with
interest.
Respectfully submitted,
David A. Glynn, President
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
Hello from the police department. We made it through a productive and, more
importantly, a safe year. I hope everyone enjoyed 2003 and hope you enjoy 2004 even
more. There are no unusual personnel issues this year. Corporal Marcellino and myself
are still your full-time police officers. We still have Officers Chenard and Milton. I
reported last year that Officer Bequeath resigned. He returned to duty only to resign
again - to move to Maine.
As a reminder, please keep a watch in your neighborhood and the town. If you see
anything that looks suspicious, out of place or unusual please call the police at 588-6303.
Our goal is to prevent crime from happening in the first place. We might not be able to
eliminate crime; however, with your help I am sure we can prevent and/or reduce it some.
However, we are fortunate in that we still live in a small and safe town.
Remember we have ongoing programs and we encourage you to take advantage of them.
Some of them are: providing bicycle helmets to children who need one, issuing gun
safety locks, loaning (and in some cases donating) a child safety seat, cell phones (for
E91 1 use only), teddy bears (and other stuffed animals) and the most recent item we have
is quilts (for small children -we have a limited number). Please take advantage of these
programs. All you have to do is contact the police and ask.
Time for statistics: 2002 we had a total of 4905 Incidents/Calls for Service; for 2003 the
number was 6335 (increase of 1430; 22.6%)
2002 2003
Criminal
- From 1 922 until 1 936 = 7 Constables
January 1981 = First full-time chief
From 1936 until present = 26 chiefs (5 full-time); includes -
One wife who filled in for husband due to medical problems
One chief who was appointed two times
One chief who was appointed three times
Longest term as chief
Dave Mancini = 9 years, 7 months
Ivon Clough = 8 years
Steve Campbell = 8 years (as of 6/2004)
William Haag = 10 years (7 year term plus a 1 and 2 year term)
Longest term as officer and chief combined
William Haag = 10 years
Dave Mancini = 9 years, 7 months
Steve Campbell = 9 years (as of 2/2004)
(I apologize if I missed something or someone; if I did please let me know)
All police officers pledge to be professional and fair - even when we have to make a
decision that is negative in nature and not popular with some people. We always practice
the open door policy. You are welcome to stop in anytime; however, keep in mind there
are times when there will not be an officer in the office so you might want to call first.
For information on what is happening in your police department please go to
benningtonpd@conknet.com .






















BENNINGTON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
One of the Fire Department's accomplishments for 2003 was the sprucing up of the Fire
Department building. The walls and ceilings of the apparatus bays were painted, and the floors
were painted and sealed. The bays look great, thanks to the hard work of our Volunteers.
Many of our members attended training classes this year, at Meadowood in the spring and fall,
and at the State Fire Academy in Concord. In 2004 we plan to do some hose drills at the Ski
Area and on Onset Road, as well as other locations in Town.
Equipment upgrades planned for 2004 include another air pack, more fire hose, new nozzles and
new fittings.
I would like to say THANK YOU to all of the members and the Board of Selectmen for their
support over the last year. A big THANK YOU also goes to all of the people of Bennington that
have supported our fundraisers and helped us out at fire scenes, and in general just being there
for us.





The Bennington Volunteer Fire Department




Chief: Mark Chase Deputy Chief: Joseph O'Brien




When the first snowstorm is on October 23 rd and the last on April 8 1 ' with 24 ice or snowstorms
in between, it makes for a long winter here in New Hampshire; even so, the people and the
equipment of Bennington Highway survived and were very thankful for spring.
Construction work started in the spring with some repairs to our water system and through the
summer five new fire hydrants were installed. The parking lot at the old Town Barn site was
completed and the expansion of the Town Hall parking area started.
A portion of Bible Hill Road was excavated and reconstructed to prevent the heaving that
repeatedly occurs there.
Paving was done with 775 tons of asphalt being laid out on Mountain Road, Ross Road,
Knightland Road and the lower part of Pierce Hill Road.
A 50' x 10' retaining wall was built on Antrim Road. New guardrails will be installed this spring
when new posts and guardrails are put in below the trestle, the same area where trees and brush
were cut last summer.
Portions of North Bennington R oad b eyond P ine M eadows w ill b e e xcavated t his s ummer i n
order to fix the frost heaves there, with paving and tarring being done to improve that section of
road.
As always, the people of the Highway Department wish to thank the citizens of Bennington for






This Department along with the Board of Selectmen has been working diligently to eliminate
and/or improve several substandard, unhealthy or unsafe dwellings and other properties in Town.
Most property owners have been cooperative, but in some cases we have had to go to the courts
for help. This is an ongoing project, but its success will be beneficial to the Town. We can be
proud of our community.
Septic systems and general health issues are taken care of upon arrival and to date are in good
order. Many thanks to the Fire Chief and Building Inspector for their support with inspections
and photos.
Respectfully Submitted,
Barbara Huntley, Health Officer
Glenn Wilson, Deputy
WELFARE DEPARTMENT
2003 was a busy year for rent assistance. All of the recipients were victims of unemployment or
illness. Fuel Assistance, Public Service Helpline, Meals-on-Wheels and our Visiting Nurses have
made it possible for most of our elderly to remain in their own homes.
A big THANK YOU to St. Patrick Parish for their annual Thanksgiving and Easter dinners for
the needy and elderly. "Operation Santa Claus" was responsible for keeping our children warm
and happy with warm clothes and toys.
Hopefully we will do as well in 2004.
Respectfully Submitted,




The big news in elections this year is changes brought about by the Federal Help America Vote Act
(HAVA). There are some changes in forms and procedures, most likely more noticeable to election officials
than to voters. However, if you plan to register to vote, change parties, or vote absentee, please read the
information below carefully.
The Board of Supervisors sadly bids farewell to Dawn Bond, who had to resign due to changes in her
work schedule. All three of us came on the Board at the same time, and I think we made a great team, and had
some fun in the process! We wish Dawn the best. Also, thanks and welcome go to Barbara Moorehead, who
has generously offered to fill in until Town Elections.
This year's important dates follow. Supervisors' sessions are held at the Town Hall:
March 9 Tuesday
June 1 Tuesday 7-7:30PM
Town Elections - Fire Department
Polls open 8AM - 7PM
Supervisors' session for State Primary Election - LAST DAY
TO CHANGE PARTY AFFILIATION BEFORE PRIMARY
m
September 7 Tuesday 7-7:30PM
September 14 Tuesday
October 23 Saturday 1 1-1 1:30AM
November 2 Tuesday 8AM-7PM
Supervisors' session for State Primary Election
State Primary Election - Fire Department
Polls open 8AM - 7PM
Supervisors' session for General Election
General Election - Fire Department
Polls open 8AM - 7PM
As of this writing, Bennington has 773 registered voters: 166 Democrats, 303 Republicans, and 304
Undeclared voters.
Copies of the Bennington Checklist are available on request for $10 in both paper copies and computer
database format. Prior years' checklists registration cards and checklists are open to inspection during normal
Town Hall business hours. However, new privacy standards enacted with HAVA require that registration
forms starting this year will be kept confidential. There will always be printed copies of the most recent
checklist available, however.
REGISTERING TO VOTE
Voting is a fundamental right, as it is one of the rights from which all other freedoms flow. Nearly every
citizen of the United States is entitled to register and vote somewhere. In most cases, people register where
there primary residence is. However, citizens who are in transition, homeless, living oversees, in college, etc.
must have equal access to the fundamental right of voting.
In order to register to vote you must fill out a voter registration form and must have proof of your citizenship,
age, and domicile. Bring your drivers' license, and make sure that it has your current street address on it. Proof
of domicile can be any reasonable documentation indicating that you are domiciled in Bennington and intend
to maintain a domicile m Bennington. If you do not have documentation regarding domicile vou may sign an
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affidavit declaring your domicile.
The affidavit may be sworn before a justice of the peace, notary public, or the Town Moderator.
Voters can get on the checklist in four ways:
1
)
Same Day Registration. Register at the polls on the day of the election.
1) Register with the Supervisors of the Checklist at one of their scheduled sessions. Sessions are usually 10 days
prior to the election and will be posted in the Monadnock Ledger and on the Town Hall bulletin board.
1 Register with the Town Clerk during regular Town Hall hours.
1 If you are out of town, you can get an absentee voter registration form from the Town Clerk, as well as an
absentee ballot. Call 603-588-2189
CHANGING PARTES
Voters who are registered Undeclared must declare a party to vote on Primary day. They can then return to undeclared
status immediately after voting by filling out a form with the supervisors. All other voters (i.e. registered Democrats and
Republicans) must wait till the day after the Primary to fill out a form to change parties. IMPORTANT: the deadline for
changing parties prior to the September Primary is June 1 ! See the Supervisors if you have any questions. You can fill
out the party registration change form at the Town Hall.
ABSENTEE VOTING
If you will not be in town for any of the elections, please try to vote absentee. You can even vote absentee if you
are not sure if your work and commuting schedule will allow you to get to the polls in time. If you're not sure, it's
always better to vote absentee. Your vote counts!
If you plan to vote absentee, please plan ahead. The Town Clerk has all the forms you will need, and she can tell
you how to file absentee, and what the deadlines are for each election. Separate forms must be gotten for each election.
(The exception to this is military personnel, who can fill out the Federal Post Card Application. This ensures that all
ballots will be sent to them, as long as they are stationed in one place. The online version of this form is at
http://www.fVap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.html
)
Call the Town Hall at 588-2189 for more information on absentee voting.
This year looks to be a very interesting election year, with the Presidential Primary just past by the time this
goes to print, and 2 more Federal elections to go. Just a reminder not to forget local politics, where one person can really
make a difference: Every year there are positions to fill, both elected and volunteer, at the town level. And local politics
is where many of our greatest leaders have gotten their start! Ask at the Town Hall what positions are open, and how and
when to sign up.




SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST
100
BENNINGTON RECREATION COMMITTEE
Well, did you have fun? Did you enjoy all the events and programs we sponsored? Our goal and
motto remains firm, "To Have FUN". We accomplish this goal year after year with your help and
the help of all our volunteers and committee members. Every year the Recreation Committee
works hard to bring you even more to the already popular recreation programs. Some of the
events that happened this past year were:
Glow Bowling: What a great event! Lots of people joined us at Bowling Acres one night and
packed the lanes full with bowlers. I don't know if Bowling Acres could ever keep up with our
Bennington bowlers.
4th Annual Easter Egg Decorating: The rabbits worked overtime again this year! It was quite a
scramble at the Fire Station that morning dying and decorating eggs. This program will continue
to be an annual event.
4th Annual Easter Egg Hunt: As always, the Easter Egg Hunt went on with enthusiasm as eggs
are eggs and they needed to be hunted down and captured, because deep inside the elusive egg
lies a sweet treat.
Fishing Derby: This great event happens every year on the fourth S aturday in April. Kids 1 5
years and younger are encouraged to fish to their limit. A good year this year for pulling fish out
of the water Thanks to all those who offer their continued support of this program.
Bennington Youth Baseball: They had another successful year winning the number #1 spot in the
league. Congratulations and special thanks to the dedicated coaches and parents. Newhall Youth
Field will be under the lights this summer. We're looking forward to the Summer of 2004, when
Bennington will be hosting the New England Regional Cal Ripken 12-year-old Championship
Games.
Bennington Youth Soccer had an excellent season with all the youngsters participating. Special
Thanks to all parents and volunteer coaches who continue to make this a successful program. We
hope to put more emphasis into the Soccer program in coming years. Volunteers are needed to
make the Soccer program as wonderful as the Baseball program.
Whittemore Beach: Home to our favorite swimming hole. Summertime is always more fun
splashing in the Lake! We plan to have a new carpet for the raft in Summer 2004 and hope to get
the lifeguard signed on and the swimming lessons started earlier in the Summer.
Old Home Days: Another great annual event, with all the Fire Trucks in the parade, the
Fireman's Muster, Bounce Tent, Dunk Booth, games, etc. And what a great Country-Western
Band!! In 2004 we're looking to introduce a different variation and having a "Town Picnic" -
many of the same fun games and more emphasis on an old-fashioned BBQ!!!
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Annual Pumpkin Decorating: This fall favorite was back with Bennington children showing up
all dressed for the occasion. In addition to the pumpkin decorating, the kids enjoyed "donut on a
string" eating contest and the "cake walk" as well as "pin the nose on the pumpkin" and "ghost
races". An annual event, we hope to make each coming Halloween party better and better!!!
Holiday Events: A new event this past year - the Children's Holiday Craft Party . Despite the
snowstorm, a fairly good turnout with 1 5 or so kids showing up at the Firehouse all bundled up
but ready for making their craft ( a reindeer ornament). With punch and Christmas cupcakes and
a Holiday movie, the kids had a ball. Looking forward to making this new event an annual one
with a lot more fun to be had by all! Unfortunately, our tree lighting and caroling this year were
canceled due to weather, but the Tree sure looked beautiful in all its colorful lights for the
Holiday S eason. Thanks, Scott! The annual horse-drawn hayrides were again a great success!
With Christmas goodies, a visit from Santa and all the hot cocoa you could drink, who could ask
for more? Again, a special thanks to the Trow family for this special time - looking forward to it
again next year! And Santa's lap is still sore from all the youngsters and grownups that
whispered into the Jolly Man's ear.
Anything new you would like to see? We are always open to suggestions. We meet the second
Wednesday of every month at the Town Hall at 7:00 pm.
Fun and entertaining programs with great success. We owe it all to the dedicated volunteers
committee members and town organizations that helped make it happen, Our Special Thanks to
all.
Just a reminder, additional volunteers are always welcome. You do not need to "commit"
yourself to being a "permanent" committee member, if you just want to show up on the day of
the event and volunteer your time and creativity - that would be great!
The committee would like to take this opportunity to extend a sincere Tfiank You to Sfa
Whittemore and Dottie Zabriskie for their years of dedication and service to the Recreation
Committee. Sfa and Dottie resigned from the Committee this past November and the current
Committee members wanted to recognize them and thank them for their years of service to the
Committee and the Town. TJiankyou, Sfa and Dottie!
Respectfully Submitted,






Hope Heinzman (Explorer Post)
Joe Cuddemi (Interim Chairperson)
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PIERCE SCHOOL
The 2002 - 2003 school year began with a visit from author Marty Kelley. Marty lives in New Boston.
He has written and illustrated several books including "Fall Is Not Easy" and "Summer Stinks". We
enjoyed seeing and hearing how he creates his books. In the evening we had a potluck supper and Marty
did a presentation for the families.
A colorful new art piece done by the students of Pierce School hangs in our hallway. Last spring the
students spent a week with "Artist in Residence" Rocky Lehr. With Rocky's help the students created a
felt hanging that depicts the Contoocook River as it flows through Bennington. The scene starts at the
bridge at the entrance to town and shows the scenery and wildlife along the river to the train trestle by the
Monadnock Paper Mill. It is a wonderful addition to the other art pieces that the students have created
over the years that are on display throughout Pierce School.
Jessica Lawler from the New Hampshire Dance Institute was here for a weeklong residency with the
students. The students from Kindergarten through fourth grade learned some very creative dance
routines. Parents, family, and friends were invited for a night performance and the students all received
rave reviews! We all had a lot of fun!
The "Fine Arts Program" coordinated by Jeannie Connolly and Terry Reeves continues to support Pierce
School students with the residencies, programs such as "FACTS" (Famous Artists Come To School),
storytellers, and field trips to museums and plays. We appreciate how this program brings "Art" to the
students in so many ways.
Pierce School staff will continue to focus on developing "Caring Communities" within our school
environment. This enables teachers to help students learn pro-social skills such as anger management,
impulse control, problem solving, communication, and character development.
Our PTO is actively supporting our students through the Crafts Fair, May calendar raffle, and the Open
House Bake Sale. These funds support the Fine Arts programs within our school and help to purchase
items and offer activities that do not fall within the regular budget. After several years of dedicated
fundraising the School was able to purchase risers that now allow all children to be seen by family and
friends during performances. Following are some additional fundraisers that anyone in the community
can contribute to.
Box Tops for Education - The children of Pierce School raised $155.00 by bringing in Box Tops.
Family and friends can help contribute to this fundraiser by saving Box Tops for a student they know or
just stopping into the school and turning them into the Main Office. Box Tops are located on many
General Mills, Betty Crocker, Pillsbury, and Green Giant products. We get 10 cents for each Box Top
and can use the funds raised for books, playground equipment or other needs for the students. Additional
information may be obtained at www.boxtopsforeducation.com .
Cartridges for Kids - Cartridges for Kids recycles cartridges and pays Pierce School a specific dollar
amount depending on the type of ink/toner cartridge returned to them. They are also collecting old
cellular phones. Again, please feel free to bring these items in to the Main Office.
Campbell's Soup Labels - By saving labels from Campbell products and redeeming them our School
can earn FREE merchandise. Some of the eligible products are Campbell's soups, Prego pasta sauces,
and Peppendge Farm Goldfish crackers. Please visit www.labelsforeducation.com for a complete listing
and more information about this program.
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We would like to thank the local businesses that have supported our many activities, our senior citizens
that drive for field trips, parents and teachers that volunteer their time and talents, and the community for
their continued support.
The PTO would like to give a special thanks to Aileen Schnare for over 9 years of service and countless
hours spent fundraising on behalf of Pierce School. Volunteers are the backbone of any organization and
Pierce School greatly appreciates the dedication Aileen provided.
Pierce School is a team effort to benefit the children. Please help in any way you can whether it be
participating in one of the fundraisers listed, volunteering at the school, attending the Craft Fair or just












It has been a very busy and exciting year for the Bennington Planning Board. In fact, we
anticipate that this past and present year combined, the Planning Board will have reviewed and
implemented more significant changes than it has in the past ten years. There are four large
projects that have continued to challenge the Planning Board throughout this past year. Some of
that work is self-evident and current, others are in process slated for release this next winter and
spring, and others are beyond that.
One of the four major projects this past year was the Crotched Mountain Ski Area site plan
review process which started a year prior. The site plan review process was a dual effort
concerted by the Towns of Bennington and Francestown, with some help from the Southwest
Regional Planning Commission, the Boards were able to work through all the details,
idiosyncrasies and regulations in a spirit of cooperation and expediency to bring the project to
closure. So now the future looks bright and white!
Another ongoing project that the Board has been w orking o n for t he 1 ast s everal y ears i s t he
Master P Ian U pdate. 1 1 w as 1 8 y ears a go w hen t he o riginal M aster P Ian w as drafted, and the
State of NH recommends that every ten years a new revised Master Plan should be drafted to
better reflect the Town's current vision. This new Master Plan will set the tone and direction for
the future Town of Bennington. The committee working on this revision has finalized this
document and expects to deliver it to the public this coming spring 2004.
The Board has also been working on new and improved Subdivision Regulations. Our current
Subdivision Regulations were implemented in 1 986, the same year as the original Master Plan.
At its inception the original Subdivision Regulations, Master Plan and other regulations were in
synch with one another, but times change and rules and regulations have to be adjusted to reflect
that new change in vision. These new regulations, if adopted, will establish a clear and organized
path for minor and major subdivisions in accordance with the new Master Plan. So, look for the
new Subdivision Regulations late this winter 2004.
One of the major projects undertaken by the Board this year was an amendment to the Zoning
Ordinance repealing Article XII - Cluster Development - and replacing it with an Open Space
Residential Development Ordinance (OSRD). Not unlike the Subdivision Regulations and
Master Plan, the Cluster Development Ordinance was also seriously antiquated and needed
major overhauling. The purpose of this new OSRD is to implement the goals and objectives of
the new Master Plan. Some of the attributes of the proposed OSRD are:
• Promote a more efficient use of land requiring less streets and utilities.
• Promote the preservation of open space, farmland, recreation areas, green space, crucial
wildlife habitat, water resources, and existing topography, natural, cultural, and historic
features.
• Provide wildlife corridors to connect open spaces need by wildlife to ensure their survival.
• Discourage sprawling, land consuming forms of development usually resulting from
conventional subdivision.
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• Promote the efficient provision of municipal services and protect existing and potential
water supplies.
• Maintain the rural and scenic character of the Town of Bennington.
• Reduce the erosion and sedimentation by the retention of existing vegetation and the
minimization of development on steep slopes.
• Promote the siting of buildings, which are sensitive to existing natural and historic features.
• Protect the value of real property.
• Create compact neighborhoods accessible to open space amenities and with strong
community identity and quality of life.
• Provide for a variety of lot sizes, building densities, and housing choices to accommodate a
variety of age and income groups.
• Implement adopted land use, transportation, and community policies, as identified in the
Town's Master Plan.
This OSRD will be an affective tool in the future planning of the Town of Bennington. We
encourage you to vote "YES" on Article 2 of the Town's 2004 Warrant.
This upcoming year will be no less challenging or exciting. With a new Master Plan coming this
spring and the updated Subdivision Regulations, the Board will have some major housekeeping
items to do. Several projects such as Capital Improvement Plans, Impact Fees, Review of the
current Zoning Ordinances and working with the Conservation Commission to help develop an
Open Space Plan will be on the forefront of the Planning Board's agenda.
Thanks to all Planning Board members, Selectmen (Ex-Officio's), Dee French and SWRPC for
making this a stellar year.
As always we meet on a regular basis, every second Monday of each month at 7:00 pm at the
Bennington Town Hall, all are welcome.
Respectfully submitted,








Open Space Residential Development Ordinance
Bennington, New Hampshire
Amend the Bennington Zoning Ordinance by repealing the existing Article XII - Cluster
Development and replacing it with the following new Article XII - Open Space Residential
Development:
Article XII. Open Space Residential Development
A. AUTHORITY: The Open Space Residential Development (OSRD) Ordinance has been
adopted by Town Meeting Vote of the Town of Bennington, New Hampshire pursuant to
RSA 674:21, Innovative Land Use Controls.
B. PURPOSE: The purpose of the OSRD Ordinance is to facilitate implementation of the
goals, policies, and objectives of the Bennington Master Plan, and thus to:
1. Promote a more efficient use of land requiring a smaller network of streets and
utilities;
2. Promote the preservation of open space, farmland, recreation areas, green space,
fields and woods, valuable wildlife habitat, water resources and outstanding
topographic, natural, cultural, and historic features;
3. Provide wildlife corridors connecting open spaces, needed by wildlife to ensure
their survival;
4. Discourage the sprawling, land-consuming form of development usually resulting
from conventional subdivision;
5. Promote the efficient provision of municipal services and protect existing and
potential water supplies;
6. Maintain the rural and scenic character of the Town of Bennington;
7. Reduce erosion and sedimentation by the retention of existing vegetation, and the
minimization of development on steep slopes;
8. Promote the siting of buildings which is sensitive to existing natural and historic
features;
9. Protect the value of real property;
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10. Create compact neighborhoods accessible to open space amenities and with a
strong community identity and quality of life;
11. Provide for a variety of lot sizes, building densities, and housing choices to
accommodate a variety of age and income groups;
12. Implement adopted land use, transportation, and community policies, as identified
in the Town's Master Plan.
C. DEFINITIONS: The following definitions specifically apply to this section of the zoning
ordinance.
Basal Area - The cross sectional area of a tree measured at a height of 4 1/2 feet above the
ground, usually expressed in square feet per acre for a stand of trees.
Common Area - Any land area, other than open space, set aside for common ownership
as a result of an OSRD, including areas for common facilities.
Common Facilities - Built facilities which are commonly owned by the property owners
within an OSRD. Common facilities may be proposed but are not required. They may
include streets, rights of way, common buildings, wells, water and waste treatment
systems, and recreation facilities.
Common Open Space - A type of Open Space within an OSRD, which is not individually
owned but is designated and intended for the common use or enjoyment of the residents
of the development, and in some cases the general public.
Estate Lot - Any lot ten acres or larger created as part of an OSRD.
Homeowners Association - A private non-profit organization (corporation, association, or
other legal entity) established by the developer to manage, maintain, support, and finance
the common facilities and common open space of an OSRD, and to enforce certain
covenants and restrictions.
Open Space - Undeveloped land set aside for common or individual ownership as a result
of an OSRD, with conservation easements and other deeded restrictions to ensure that the
land will remain permanently open and undeveloped. A condition of OSRD approval is
that open space may not be further subdivided.
Open Space Residential Development (OSRD) - A form of residential development
where the density of dwelling units is no greater than would be permitted in the district in
which the OSRD is located, but where the lot size and other dimensional standards may
be reduced in exchange for the preservation of permanently protected open space,
recreational land, forests, and/or farmland. Tracts of land developed as an OSRD may be
under single or consolidated ownership.
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Soil Based Carrying Capacity of a Lot - A number that is calculated by adding together
the Soil Carrying Capacity of each of the different areas of soil on that lot.
Soil Carrying Capacity - A number that is calculated for a given area of a certain type of
soil by dividing that given area by the required area for that soil type as found in
Appendix 1 of Soil Based Lot Sizing, Society of Soil Scientists of Northern New
England, SSSNNE Special Publication No. 4, Version I, September, 2003.
D. APPLICABILITY OF OSRD:
1. Ten Acre Minimum. In any residential subdivision consisting of ten (10)
contiguous acres or more in single or consolidated ownership, an applicant may
apply for an OSRD under this Article. The minimum acreage may be waived by
the Planning Board in instances where an applicant demonstrates that the criteria
in Article XII. 2 are met.
2. Required for Special Land Features. The Planning Board may require an
applicant to use an OSRD subdivision design if the property possesses one or
more of the following special features:
a. Large contiguous tracts of unfragmented land;
b. Agricultural land with soils designated as prime or of statewide
significance by the U.S. Natural Resource Conservation Service soil
surveys;
c. Rare, threatened, or endangered species or exemplary natural communities
according to the New Hampshire Natural Heritage Inventory (Department
of Resources and Economic Development);
d. Frontage on any surface water body ten (10) acres or greater, or on any
third or fourth order stream, as shown on topographical maps published by
the U.S. Geological Survey and as specified by the Strahler method as
found in the Handbook ofApplied Hydrology, section 4-2, 1 964;
e. A portion of an aquifer with a transmissivity in excess of 1,000 sq. ft. per
day as shown on the Stratified Drift Aquifer Maps published and updated
by the N.H. Department of Environmental Services;
f. Unique natural, cultural, and/or historical features as identified in the most
current version of the Bennington Master Plan.
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E. PROCEDURES: O SRD plan submission, review and approval procedures shall be as
described in the Bennington Subdivision Regulations, Section XII. OSRDs with uses
other than single family detached dwelling units are also subject to Site Plan Review by
the Planning Board.
F. PERMITTED USES: Residential uses, accessory uses, and incidental recreational uses,
which may or may not include recreation facilities for use by the general public, shall be
allowed within an OSRD. All other uses are prohibited.
1
.
Residential uses may include dwelling units in the following form:
a. Single family detached residential dwellings;
b. Two-family dwellings;
c. Residential condominiums, up to a maximum of six (6) dwelling units per
structure. (Any OSRD that includes proposals for condominium ownership
shall comply with all applicable state statutes regulating the condominium
form of ownership);
d. Multi-family dwellings; up to a maximum of six (6) dwelling units per
structure;
e. Housing for persons fifty-five (55) years of age and over;
f. Accessory Dwelling Units.
2. Active recreational uses shall only be allowed in the Common Area and may
include:
a. Racquet and other hard surface courts;
b. Swimming pool and facilities;




g. Playgrounds and related equipment.
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3. Passive recreational uses allowed in the Common Area and Open Space, unless
under specific easement, may include:
a. Nature and hiking trails;
b. Jogging and walking trails;
c. Bicycle trails;
d. Cross country ski trails;
e. Horseback riding trails;
f. Common gardens and arboretums;
g. Benches and picnic tables;
4. Agricultural uses to include row crops, orchards, and forestry practices.
G. REQUIREMENTS FOR OPEN SPACE AND COMMON AREA:
1. Fifty percent (50%) of the OSRD tract must be set aside as permanently protected
open space through the use of covenants, easements, and/or deed restrictions as
set forth in the Bennington Subdivision Regulations.
a. No more than fifty percent (50%) of the open space may consist of
wetlands, surface waters, flood plains, or areas with unaltered slopes
greater than twenty-five percent (25%) provided, however, that the
applicant may include a greater percentage of wetlands in such open space
upon a demonstration that such inclusion promotes the p urposes o f t his
ordinance;
b. Streets and driveways shall not be counted as open space.
2. All recreational facilities, common areas, and common open space shall be
reasonably accessible to all residents of the development.
3. The common area shall not include any 1 and d esignated a s w etlands, u naltered
slopes greater than twenty-five percent (25%), or flood plain areas.
111
4. In evaluating the acceptability of proposed Open Space and Common Areas, the
Planning Board shall consider the extent to which the location and design of the
area achieves the following objectives:
a. Large enough blocks of land are conserved to retain ecosystem function
and habitat integrity;
b. The development protects all flood plains, wetlands, and steep slopes from
clearing, grading, filling, or construction (except as may be approved for
essential infrastructure or active or passive recreation amenities);
c. Large enough blocks of land are conserved to sustain agricultural or
forestry operations and buffer them from nearby development;
d. Access to and/or benefits from the Common Open Space are provided to
the greatest number of dwelling units within the subdivision;
e. The development provides preserved open space that is reasonably
contiguous. To the greatest extent practicable, this land should be
designed as a single block with logical, straightforward boundaries. Long
thin strips of conservation land should be avoided, unless the conservation
feature is linear, or unless such configuration is necessary to connect with
other open space, streams or trails;
f. Linkages or contiguity with existing or potential conservation areas on
abutting properties are provided. Open Space should be d esigned w here
possible as part of larger contiguous and integrated greenway systems;
g. Development is designed around existing hedgerows and treelines between
fields or meadows;
h. Scenic views and vistas, particularly as seen from public streets, are left
unblocked or uninterrupted. Siting new construction on prominent hilltops
or ridges is avoided while taking advantage of lower topographic features;
i. Development is designed around and preserves sites of historic,
archeological, or cultural value and their environs, in order to safeguard
the character of the feature, including stone walls, springs houses, bam
foundations, cellar holes, and earthworks and burial grounds;
j. The development protects the rural character of roadsides, and improves
public safety and vehicle carrying capacity of the street, by avoiding
development that fronts directly on existing public streets;
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k. The development provides landscaping for common areas, cul-de-sac
islands, and shade trees on new streets.
DENSITY:
1. The maximum number of dwelling units for an OSRD subdivision shall be
determined by use of a yield plan, which is a conceptual plan showing how the
parcel could be subdivided in a conventional manner. Determination of the
possible number of conventional lots may entail the use of site specific soil
mapping and soil carrying capacity. For purposes of determining the number of
OSRD dwelling units, each conceptual conventional lot must meet the
requirements of a buildable lot for a single family dwelling unit as defined in the
zoning district in which the OSRD is located and meet all other applicable
requirements of the Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Regulations. The Planning
Board shall adopt regulations that provide for the generation o f a yield plan in
accordance with this section.
2. There shall be no further subdivision of an approved OSRD.
DENSITY BONUS FOR INNOVATIVE OPEN SPACE PROTECTION: The Planning
Board may award the development a density bonus that increases the maximum number
of dwelling units available under conventional subdivision by a maximum of twenty-five
percent (25%) for those applicants that meet the following criteria. Density bonuses
awarded for preserving frontage lots shall be in addition to the above twenty-five percent
(25%). In no event may the number o f d welling u nits e xceed t he s oil b ased c arrying
capacity for the entire parcel.
With the exception of front lot bonuses, density bonuses may be awarded ONLY in
zoning districts where the minimum lot size under conventional zoning is three (3) acres
or more. Density bonuses shall be awarded in accordance with the following:
1. Additional Open Space Bonus - Where the proposed OSRD plan shows sixty
percent (60%) or more of the tract as open space protected as such in perpetuity,
the development shall be awarded a density bonus often percent (10%),
Or
Where the proposed OSRD plan shows seventy percent (70%) or more of the tract
as open space protected as such in perpetuity, the development shall be awarded a
density bonus of twenty percent (20%).
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2. Trails Bonus - Where there is a linking of existing/proposed trails or open space
networks with trail corridors through the site, and the general public is granted
access to these trails in perpetuity, the development shall be awarded a density
bonus of five percent (5%). The minimum nature of public access required to
trigger this bonus is pedestrian traffic. The instrument granting access, acceptable
to the planning board, shall restrict the use of motorized vehicles where
appropriate.
3. Agricultural Land and Use Bonus - Where the development protects agriculturally
valuable lands and provides permission for their use as such in perpetuity, the
development shall be awarded a density bonus of up to ten percent (10%), to be
determined by the Planning Board. If the portion preserved for agricultural use is
equal to 25% or more of the tract, then the full bonus may be awarded, with a
smaller bonus awarded for smaller percentages, but also taking into consideration
the importance of the land for p reserving the rural character o f the Town. The
instrument granting use, acceptable to the Planning Board, may reasonably restrict
the type of intensity of farming to occur to prevent nuisances. This provision only
requires that permission is available; the fact that agricultural uses are not pursued
at any particular time does not affect the validity of the bonus.
4. Forest Management Bonus - On sites where the open space to be preserved is
mostly mature forest (70% or greater), where thirty percent (30%) or less of the
basal area will be cut, and where the cutting is well distributed and will be based
on a management plan developed by a NH Licensed Forester and approved by the
Planning Board, the development shall be awarded a density bonus of fifteen
percent (15%).
5. View Shed and Viewpoint Bonus - The development may be awarded a density
bonus of five percent (5%) if it protects in perpetuity view sheds and associated
viewpoints, which are lands or corridors of land that contribute to the visual
landscape of the Town, including items such as open fields containing stonewalls.
6. Historic Features Bonus - The development may be awarded a density bonus of
five percent (5%) if it protects in perpetuity historically significant buildings and
landscapes, identified as such in the Master Plan, that include buildings and
associated uses that are maintained and visually separated from the developed
portion of the OSRD. Structures or landscapes not identified as such through the
Master Plan may be determined by sufficient evidence presented to the Planning
Board during review of the development. Such evidence may include comment
from the Heritage Commission or Bennington Historical Society, listing or
eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Landmarks, or other
qualified statements of historic value.
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7. Frontage Lots - Where a development is proposed such that all potential lots that
could front on a public street existing at the time of application have been
preserved in a natural undeveloped condition, the development shall receive, in
addition to any bonus awarded under this section, a bonus of one (1) additional
dwelling unit for every potential frontage lot so preserved, up to a maximum
bonus of 4 additional dwelling units.
J. ADDITIONAL DENSITY FOR 1 & 2 BEDROOM DWELLING UNITS: The total
number of bedrooms shall be considered in the calculation of the number of dwelling
units allowed in an OSRD.
1. The development may be awarded a number of additional 1 or 2 bedroom
dwelling units equal to fifty percent (50%) of the number of proposed 1 or 2
bedroom principal dwelling units allowed under the yield plan.
2. If such additional density is allowed, the 1 & 2 bedroom dwelling units upon
which the calculation is based and those 1 & 2 bedroom dwelling units awarded as
a bonus shall be subject to deed restrictions restricting them to 1 or 2 bedroom
dwellings and prohibiting the construction of an associated accessory dwelling
unit.
K. DIMENSIONAL CONTROLS FOR OSRD TRACT:
1. Frontage: The minimum frontage for a tract on which an OSRD is proposed shall
be a contiguous one-hundred (100) feet and of sufficient length to provide safe
access for a right-of-way of at least fifty (50) feet.
2. Setbacks: There shall be a minimum setback of seventy-five (75) feet along all
property boundaries of the tract for all structures, including accessory structures,
parking areas, driveways and internal streets. Entrance streets connecting the
OSRD to the external street system may cross the setback area.
Buffers:
A landscaped buffer no less than fifty (50) feet deep shall be provided
where appropriate to screen the development from public streets and
adjacent properties. Entrance streets connecting the OSRD to the external
street system may cross the buffer area. The natural vegetation shall b e
retained whenever possible. If the natural vegetation is not sufficient to
serve as an effective visual screen, landscaping shall be required to
provide such a screen. Landscaping may include berms and/or decorative
fencing of an appropriate height, and shall be installed under the
conditions set forth in the Bennington Subdivision Regulations.
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b. This buffer area shall be part of the common area, and shall be subject to
the same restrictions that apply to that area.
c. Frontage lands on streets existing at the time of application shall be
preserved as buffers to the maximum extent possible in addition to all
required setbacks.
DIMENSIONAL CONTROLS FOR LOTS IN SUBDIVISION:
1. Lots on pre-existing town streets: For each lot developed along a public street
existing at the time of application, the minimum frontage, minimum lot size, and
all other dimensional controls shall be those which are required in the underlying
zoning district in which the OSRD is located.
2. Frontage on New Subdivision Streets: In the interest of flexibility and creative site
designs, there shall be no minimum frontage requirements for individual lots on
new subdivision streets within an OSRD.
3. Lot size for lots using a community waste water system: In the interest of
flexibility and creative site designs, there is no minimum lot size for lots within an
OSRD that use a community waste water system. All developments shall contain
some form of lot delineation or lines that designate a reasonable amount of land
attributable to each lot taking into consideration the type of structure(s) on that lot
and as acceptable to the Planning Board.
4. Lot size for lots proposed to have individual septic systems: For those lots
proposed to have individual septic systems, the following requirements must be
met:
a. The soil based carrying capacity of the lot must be equal to the number of
proposed dwelling units for that lot. Allowances may be made for dwelling
units of less than 4 bedrooms, per the Bennington Subdivision
Regulations.
b. A lot must contain a minimum area of at least 20,000 square feet of
contiguous non-wetland area per proposed dwelling unit, exclusive of
setbacks, and must meet all other requirements of the Bennington Zoning
Ordinance pertaining to septic system design and location. The contiguous
non-wetland area must be able to contain a square with a minimum
dimension as follows:
Size of Required Contiguous Minimum Dimension
Non-wetland Area
20,000 sq. ft. 75 ft.
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40,000 sq.ft. 100 ft.
60,000 sq. ft 125 ft.
for every additional 20,000 sq. ft. an additional 25 ft.
5. Setbacks: In the interest of flexibility and creative site designs, there shall be no
minimum setback requirements for individual house lots within an OSRD.
M. DRIVEWAYS AND STREETS:
1
.
All subdivisions using the OSRD provisions shall include the construction of an
entrance street providing access to the development from a junction with a public
street. This street shall be built in accordance with the Bennington Subdivision
Regulations. Wherever possible, taking into consideration conservation and space
limitation of the individual parcel, such street shall be of a design such that there
is only one entrance onto any public street in existence at the time of application.
Whenever possible, the entrance street to the development shall be located such
that the maximum distance attainable can be provided on each side of the street to
protect neighboring homes from traffic.
2. The design of the street network shall provide for access to adjacent developed
areas, or shall reserve right-of-ways for future connection to adjacent properties
which, in the judgment of the Planning Board, are likely to be developed. This
objective shall be secondary to the goal of protecting the open space.
3. Internal streets in an OSRD may be considered for design waivers in accordance
with the Bennington Subdivision Regulations. The Planning Board may deny any
and all of these waivers where future connections to other streets is reasonably
possible or anticipated.
4. All driveways, including those for lots fronting on public streets existing at the
time of application, shall be located on an internal subdivision street.
N. COMMUNITY WATER AND WASTE WATER SYSTEMS: An OSRD may include a
community or common water and/or waste water system for individual households. Such
systems shall be installed by the subdivider and shall be installed under the conditions set
forth in the Bennington Subdivision Regulations. Community waste water systems shall
be located in the common area unless the Planning Board determines they may be located
in the Open Space.
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O. OWNERSHIP OF OPEN SPACE AND COMMON LAND:
1. The developer shall hold, manage and maintain open space, common land and
common facilities within an OSRD until completion of all improvements,
whereupon the developer shall transfer the ownership and management and
maintenance responsibilities as set forth in Subsections 0.2 and 3.
2. Common a reas a nd c ommon facilities w ithin a n O SRD s hall b e o wned by and
bound by a homeowner's or condominium association or similar form ofcommon
ownership set by the developer. Membership in said association shall be
mandatory for property owners and made a required covenant in any deed issued
or passed. Articles of association or incorporation must be acceptable to the
Planning Board and to the Town Counsel. The requirements for the homeowners
association shall be as set forth in the Bennington Subdivision Regulations.
3. Common Open Space shall be owned by one or a combination of the following:
a. A homeowner's or condominium association or similar form of common
ownership set by the developer;
b. A conservation trust or private nonprofit organization such as the Society
for the Protection ofNH Forests, The Audubon Society, or the Monadnock
Conservancy, which has as its purpose the preservation of open space
through ownership and control;
c. The Town of Bennington, subject to acceptance by the town, which shall
maintain the land as open space for the benefit of the general public of
Bennington;
d. The State ofNew Hampshire for permanent open space uses;
e. A private landowner such as a farmer or forest manager that will manage it
for uses consistent with the provisions of this ordinance.
4. Any Estate Lot may retain open space in private ownership subject to the approval
of the Planning Board.
P. PERMANENT PROTECTION OF OPEN SPACE: All open space in an OSRD, whether
held privately or in common, shall be restricted in perpetuity as open space through the
use of conservation easements that legally restrict the development rights to that property.
1
.
The easement may be so worded as to permit or restrict public access, to allow or
disallow recreational development, and similar provisions.
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2. The burden of the Easement conveyed hereby shall run with the Property and shall
be enforceable against all future owners and tenants in perpetuity; the benefits of
this Easement shall not be appurtenant to any particular parcel of land but shall be
in gross and assignable or transferable only to the State of New Hampshire, the
U.S. Government, or the Town of Bennington, consistent with Section 170(c)(1)
of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended or to any qualified
organization within the meaning of Section 170(h)(3) of said Code, which
organization has among its purposes the conservation and preservation of land and
water areas and agrees to and is capable of enforcing the Purposes of this
Easement. Any such assignee or transferee shall have like power of assignment or
transfer.
Q. ENFORCEMENT: The enforcement of this Article is vested with the Board of
Selectmen. Upon any well-founded information that this Article is being violated, the
Selectmen shall, within 14 days, undertake such steps as are legally available to them
pursuant to RSA 676:15, 17, 17-a, 17-b.
R. SEVERABILITY: The invalidity of any provision of this Article shall not affect the
validity of any other provision, nor any prior decisions made on the basis of the valid
provisions of this Article.
S. EFFECTIVE DATE: This Article shall take effect upon its passage, and as amended."
Note: The Section XII of the Bennington Subdivision Regulations will also need to be amended


















































































































Distance: 1 1 miles Staffed Beds: 62
Property Taxes
2002 Total Tax Rate $25.70
2002 Equalization Ratio 81.6
2002 Full Value Tax Rate $20.81











Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plant No
Curbside Trash Pickup No
Mandatory Recycling Program No
Telephone Company MCT Telecom
Cellular Telephone Access Yes
Cable Television Access Yes
High Speed Cable Internet Service
Business Cable Internet Service unknown
Residential Cable Internet Service unknown
2001 Total Housing Units 649
2001 Single-Family Units 469
Building Permits Issued 9
2001 Multi-Family Units 137
Building Permits Issued
2001 Manufactured Housing Units 43
2000 Census Housing Costs
Median Value, Owner-Occupied Housing $95,600

















Population by Age Group
Under age 5
Age 5 to 19
Age 20 to 34
Age 35 to 54
Age 55 to 64

























Educational Attainment, population 25 years and over
High school graduate or higher 87.1%
Bachelor's degree or higher 24.8%
Annual Income, 1999
Per capita income $19,675
Median 4-person family income $52,153
Median household income $46,150
Median Earnings, full-time, year-round workers
Male $34,063
Female $26,734
Families below the poverty level 8.4%
TRANSPORTATION
Road Access Federal Routes 202
State Routes 31,47,123




































Middle/Junior High High School
If no schools, district students attend: Contoocook Valley Regional, Peterborough




NH Licensed Child Care Facilities, 2003: Total Facilities: 1 Total Capacity: 12
Nearest Community/Technical College: Manchester; Concord
Nearest Colleges or Universities: New England
Largest Employers
Monadnock Paper Mills, Inc
Pierce Elementary School
Bennington Country Store








































Total, Private plus Government
Average Employment
Average Weekly Wage









9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Available during Town Hall office hours
Monday: 9:00 a.m. to noon
Tuesday: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Thursday: 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.














Every Tuesday at 5:00 p.m.
Second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
First Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Library
First Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
Second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
Third Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
Second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
LIBRARY HOURS
588-6585
9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m. -6:00 p.m.
Noon - 8:00 p.m.
Noon - 5:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. (staffed by volunteers)
RECYCLING/TRANSFER STATION HOURS
588-3407
Wednesday 1 :00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.




It is with great sadness that we mark the passing of Roger Magoon in 2003. A WWII veteran, he
lived in Bennington for over 50 years. He owned and operated Magoon Construction for 37 years -
many will remember seeing him remove snow from the downtown area after a snowstorm. Roger
served several terms as a Bennington Selectman and was an active member of the Planning
Board and Historical Society. He was also a coach for Bennington's Babe Ruth teams for many
years.
An avid reader, Roger's great passion was for airplanes and flying. He held his private pilot's
license for over 50 years.
Roger is greatly missed by all who had the good fortune to know him.
WILLIAM B. REID
After ten years of exemplary service to the Town of Bennington, Administrator Bill Reid retired at
the end of June. While employed with the Town, Bill was the consummate professional:
diplomatic, compassionate and thorough. Although his presence is greatly missed by all, those
who had the pleasure of working with him think of him often and with great affection. We wish Bill
and his family health, happiness, and total enjoyment of his well-earned "time off".
